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Administration
The composition of the Council has been unchanged throughout the year.
No complaints were made against the Parish Council or individual Councillors during the year. We did not formally raise any complaints against Bucks County Council, although we have expressed our concerns over their performance of some aspects of the management of Highways matters; we received “reassurances”. We did raise a complaint against AVDC for their handling of our application to register the Great Lane allotments as a potential Community Asset; our complaint was partially upheld. Parish Councillors have not been paid any allowances, but are able to claim for expenses (mileage, telephone, printing) incurred on PC business. The Council’s only employee is the Clerk, whose salary is defined in the relevant Rules for Local Government employees; we have complied with the latest HMRC rules on Tax and National Insurance and on enrolment into a pension scheme.
There have been several changes in the administrative procedures that govern how PCs conduct their business. A new set of “Model Standing Orders” has been produced by the National Association of Local Councils, and we have started to adapt these to our particular requirements. We are also trying to come to terms with the new Data Protection Regulations, although we are receiving conflicting advice on what we are required to do; in due course, we shall have to amend our procedures to embrace these requirements. All this takes resources and is a significant imposition on Councillors’ time. 
The Parish boundary has not changed during the year but the size of the Parish has grown. Some 200 dwellings are now occupied within Kingsbrook, the whole of which is in our Parish; it will soon have as many dwellings as our traditional Parish and will be more than twice its size when it is complete. Whether the Parish boundary will stay as it is will depend on the Boundary Commission at some future date. In the meantime, we await a decision on our proposal that, with effect from the District and Parish Elections next May, Kingsbrook will be Ward of this Parish with 2 Councillors in addition to the existing 9; this will ensure that residents have some direct representation to express their views when decisions are made on its future identity (perhaps in time for the next elections, currently scheduled for 2023). We are looking for volunteers to form a sub-committee now as an interim stage before May next year. Any long-term decision must take account of the interests of the Residents of the Broughton part of our Parish.
In connection with the 2019 elections, it would be nice to see lots of volunteers coming forward to stand as candidates.
The previous Secretary of State for Local Government announced that he “is minded” to support the current County Council’s proposal that Local Government in Buckinghamshire should consist of a single Unitary Authority; this is despite the views of the current District Councils that there should be two. A public consultation runs until 25 May. Whichever way it goes, there will be big implications for Parish Councils and their relations with the Local Authority, and I foresee pressure on PCs to become responsible for more services currently provided by AVDC or BCC. Whichever solution is adopted, both models have “promised” that Parish Councils will have a greater part to play in the delivery of services; neither has commented on the allocation of resources.
In the meantime, we thank County Councillor Chapple and District Councillor Ward for their continuing interest and support. 
Finance
The council’s accounts for this year will be audited as required; the Auditors made no comments or observations on last year’s accounts, which were displayed on the various notice boards. I would like to thank Margret, who is the Council’s Finance Officer, for her major contribution to the successful audit. The Council’s finances are in good order, and I would like to thank Councillor Sherley for his work with Margret to improve our budgeting processes.
Planning 
Until the District Council’s Local Plan is adopted, we are still under threat from more developments within the Parish, and much of the Council’s time has been spent on reacting to various Applications and attending planning meetings. There are several major developments in the parishes that surround us, particularly Woodlands, Hampden Fields and the Aston Clinton Road site opposite the Holiday Inn and you will have seen that work is already underway. We have been told that the Eastern Link road from the A41 Woodlands roundabout will lead to a major reduction in traffic through Bierton village when it opens not later than March 2021. We have contributed to the rejection of developments at Barnett Way, William Hill Drive and Gib Lane, and on many other (more routine) Planning Applications.
We expect traffic lights to be installed at the Broughton canal bridge in the next 4 months.
Kingsbrook
We continue to hold regular meetings with Barratts to discuss the development of Kingsbrook. The Community Centre and creche/Nursery school should open this year, subject to the appropriate management arrangements being in place; what effect this will have on our current interests (ie use of the sports hall and football pitch) remains to be seen. The site for the primary school is due to be handed over to Bucks CC in about September this year, and BCC have recently advertised for organisations to run it as an “Academy”. It is likely that the site for a secondary school will be taken up, but the timescale is still unclear. 
We still have no firm date for work to start at the junction of the Eastern Link Road and the A418 at the Hulcott end of the village, but the whole road Including the Eastern Link Road (South) to the A41 at Woodlands Roundabout are due to be opened no later than March 2021. We have seen some early designs drawings for the ELR/A418 junction and have concerns over the access to Hulcott Lane and Rowsham Road, as well as where the bus stops will be. We have just received documents relating to the Planning Application for Phase 1 of Village 3 in Kingsbrook and will submit our comments shortly.
We recently attended a meeting with the Kingsbrook Estate Management Agents to better understand the arrangements for maintaining the communal areas and facilities.
Neighbourhood Plan
Work has continued on production of our Neighbourhood Plan, under the leadership of Councillor Gilpin and he will report to you later in this meeting.
Bierton School
Work has at last started on the extension to Bierton school and we await with intere3st to see what effect this will have on local traffic, both during the building phase and when it is open.
New Street Lights
The PC has continued with its programme to replace street lights with more efficient, lower maintenance, less polluting LED ones. We expect another phase (Burcott Lane) to be completed this year.
Crematorium
Work has started on the Crematorium to the north east of the village, and it is anticipated that it will be open later this year.
Sorts Hall and Recreation Ground
Sports Centre and Recreation Ground continue to be well used by regular hirers and weekend private hire. Football pitch continues to be used by FC Bierton and Aylesbury United Ladies teams with the Aylesbury United first team using it for pre-season training in July and August. We have also held a coaching course over four weekends in May and October last year, organised by the Berks & Bucks FA.
We wait to see what effect the opening of the Community Centre and Creche in Kingsbrook Village 2 will have. New doors were fitted to sports centre funded from a grant from Gib Lane Solar Farm fund. The Hall security system was up-dated, with some of the work done by one of the regular hall users. 
We are looking for ideas to make better use of the old Pavilion at the Rec, which needs some TLC.
Jubilee Hall
The Parish Council is now responsible for the management of the Jubilee Hall, and full transfer of ownership in being negotiated. We are seeking grants to refurbish it.
Great Lane Allotments
Great Lane allotments have been designated as “Community Asset”. We are in discussions with the present owners to see how we can get better security of tenure whether that is through purchase or long-term lease.
Social Media
The PC is endeavouring to improve publicity and information of its activities through the use of use social media. 
Thanks & Acknowledgements
I would like to thank all the Councillors who have served on the Council this year and would like to remind residents that Councillors are volunteers. 
I would like to thank Margret our Clerk for all her work. Our handyman, Brian Small, deserves our thanks for the work he does around the Recreation Ground, Sports Hall and elsewhere to carry out numerous small maintenance tasks.
The scant attendance by members of the public at our meetings is disappointing, but I take this to indicate that the community at large is generally satisfied with the way the PC conducts itself. I would like to thank those few members of the public who do attend regularly. 
Finally
I did indicate last year that I thought the time had come for me to step down from Chairmanship of the Parish Council, so I shall not offer myself for re-election after the end of this meeting. I shall continue as a Councillor until the present term of the Council expires in May next year. 
I have enjoyed my time as Chairman – well most if it! And I would like to thank all those Councillors who I have worked with over that period for their support.

Brian Robson
Chairman
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